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April 13 April 14 April 15 April 16 April 17 

Standard: 
6.2CO 
6.2CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
THE AMERICAS 
1. 

 
2.  Highlight and mark up 

the Early American 
Civilizations for key 
information, words, and 
main ideas 

 
 
 
 
 

Standard:   
6.2CO 
6.2CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
THE AMERICAS 
1. Define the key terms  

 
2. Answer the questions at 

the end as a CFU 
(Check for 
Understanding) 

 
 
 
 

Standard:   
6.2CO 
6.2CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
THE AMERICAS 
1. Use Day 13 graphic 

organizer and questions  
2. Use the article (and/or 

supplement resources) 
to complete the graphic 
organizer  

 

Standard:   
6.2CO  
6.2CC 
 
Learning Tasks:   
THE AMERICAS 
1. Use Day 13 graphic 

organizer and questions  
2. You may use 

supplemental resources 
to complete the graphic 
organizer  

 
 
 
 
 

Standard:   
6.2CO 
6.2CC 
6.2E  
 
Learning Tasks:  
THE AMERICAS 
Write one paragraph using 
the RACE method from 
ELA to answer the following 
question: What factors 
characterize the Mayans, 
Aztec, and Incas as 
advanced civilizations? Use 
evidence from your chart, 
and supplemental resources 
to prove your answer. 
 

Extension Activities 
 
Online: MapQuest online 
(obtain from Schoology 
only) 
 
 

Extension Activities 
 
Online: MapQuest online 
(obtain from Schoology 
only) 
 
 

Extension Activities 
 
Online: MapQuest online 
(obtain from Schoology 
only) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extension Activities 
 
Online: MapQuest online 
(obtain from Schoology 
only) 
 
 

Extension Activities 
 
Online: MapQuest online 
(obtain from Schoology 
only) 
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April 20 April 21 April 22 April 23 April 24 
 
Standard:  
6.2CC 
6.2E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
The AMERICAS 
 
Use the DBQ process to 
answer the following 
question ------ 
What Was Their Most 

 
 
Complete the Hook 
Exercise. 
 
 
 

 
Standard:  
6.2CC 
6.2E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
The AMERICAS 
 
 Use the DBQ process to 
answer the following 
question ------ 
What Was Their Most 

 
 
Read and mark up the 
Background Essay 

 
Standard:  
6.2CC 
6.2E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
The AMERICAS 
 
 Use the DBQ process to 
answer the following 
question ------ 
What Was Their Most 

 
  
Re-read the background 
essay to help answer the 
Background Essay 
Questions. 
 

 
Standard:  
6.2CC 
6.2E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
The AMERICAS 
 
 Use the DBQ process to 
answer the following 
question ------ 
What Was Their Most 

 
 
1. Read and markup the 

document. 
2. Answer the Document 

Analysis Questions. 

 
Standard:  
6.2CC 
6.2E 
 
Learning Tasks:  
The AMERICAS 
 
 Use the DBQ process to 
answer the following 
question ------ 
What Was Their Most 

 
 
1. Read and markup the 

document. 
2. Answer the Document 

Analysis Questions. 

Extension Activities 
 

Extension Activities Extension Activities Extension Activities Extension Activities 

April 27 April 28 April 29 April 30 May 1 

Standard: 6.3.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
 

1. Read the text. 
2. Highlight, underline, 

and make notes.  
 

Standard: 6.3CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
 
Answer the questions using 
evidence from the text. 
 
 

Standard: 6.3.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
 
Compare Renaissance Art 
and Medieval Art and 
answer the questions 
 

 
Standard:6.3.CC 
 
Learning Tasks: 
 
1. Read the text.  
Create a response to 
Question A 

Standard: 6.3.CC 
 
Learning Tasks:  
 
 
Vocabulary matching.  
 
 

Extension Activities 
 
 
 
 

Extension Activities 
 

Extension Activities 
 
 
 

Extension Activities 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0
_9Wx-XpPU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mb
d2tukGv18 

Extension Activities 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=H0_9Wx-XpPU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=mbd2tukGv18 
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April 13, 2020 

Directions: Read and underline Key Terms, circle words you do not know and define those terms, highlight BIG ideas, put a box around things you do 

not understand, and annotate in the margins. 

Early Americas Civilizations 

Mayan Civilization: Aztec Civilization: Inca Empire: 

• Lived in Central America at 

the end of the Yucatan 

Peninsula at the southern tip of 

Mexico 

• Mayan life peaked from about 

250 to 900 CE or AD 

• They were farmers that used a 

slash and burn technique – the 

slash was to cut down trees and 

burn was setting the tree 

stumps on fire; however, this 

wore out the soil and they 

would have to start over 

• Mayans grew crops like beans, 

papayas, avocados, and maize 

or corn 

• Mayans created large temple 

pyramids in present-day 

Guatemala, El Salvador, 

Honduras, and Mexico 

• The pyramids were topped 

with shrines to the gods  

• The Mayans would have 

festivals to the god and even 

human sacrifices – these were 

planned festivals around the 

seasons 

• They had a system of writing 

called hieroglyphics and made 

books from the bark of trees 

• In 1325, the Aztec built their capital of 

Tenochtitlan (meaning place of prickly pear 

cactus) on a swampy island in the middle of 

Lake Texcoco in is now modern-day Mexico 

City 

• Aztec conquered nearby lands and created an 

empire stretching from the Gulf of Mexico to 

the Pacific Ocean 

• Tenochtitlan was located in the middle of a 

lake, so it needed causeways or raised streets 

of hard earth to each land without having to 

use a boat 

• The Aztec worshipped a sun god because they 

believed this god would bring good harvests 

and they also believed the sun god would rise 

only from the strength of human blood 

• They sacrificed many humans for the sun god 

who in turn would not let the people go 

hungry 

•  The Aztec also had many other gods they 

worship but none worshipped as much as the 

sun god 

• The Aztec used prisoners from wars as human 

sacrifices and the constant need to capture new 

prisoners weakened the empire and caused 

other tribes to hate the Aztec 

• 1519: the Spanish conquistador or conqueror 

Hernan Cortes arrived, and the Spanish fought 

the Aztecs and took their leader Montezuma 

hostage 

• Around 1200 CE or AD, the Incas settled into a small village 

high in the Andes Mountains called Cuzco which means the 

center in modern-day Peru 

• The Inca numbers as many as 23 million people stretching about 

2,500 miles from one end of South America to the other end 

• The Incas developed a census or official count of the population 

to keep track of how many people were part of the empire 

• The census also tracked who paid their taxes as well as every 

project such as build roads or occupations of the people 

• Inca used a Quipu, which is a knotted string with different colors 

– each color represented a different statistic such as birth, death, 

taxes paid, etc. 

• Incans were known for their mountaintop building which 

included terraces for farming and building paved roads 

• Many of the Incans buildings are still standing today – as with 

the Aztec and Maya 

• Machu Picchu is one of their oldest cities  

• At this city, the Inca built terraces for farming and aqueducts to 

carry water to the farms 

• The Incan empire ended with the arrival of the Spanish and their 

superior weapons 

• A Spanish conquistador named Francisco Pizarro conquered the 

Inca on behalf of the Spanish Empire 

• The Spanish had horses, iron, and superior weapons which the 

Inca, Aztec, or Maya did not have and were easily defeated by 

the Spanish 

• The Aztec, Inca, and Maya also died from many European 

diseases such as smallpox, the flu, and measles 

 

AB/MS/SC
B 
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April 14, 2020 

Directions: Build a KIM Chart, with the key terms listed below, using information from the Early Americas Civilizations Chart. An example is provided 

below.

• slash-and-burn 

 

• maize 

 

• terraces 

 

• causeways 

 

• aqueducts 

 

• census 

K-Key Term I-Information or definition M-Memory Cue, picture, or one word 

Temple  A building devoted to the worship, or regarded as 

the dwelling place, of a god or gods or other objects 

of religious reverence. 

 

 

Directions: Answer the questions using the information for the Early Americas Civilizations. 

 

1. How did the Incas keep track of everyone who lived in their massive empire? 

2. How was Francisco Pissarro able to conquer the Incan Empire? 

3. Why did the Aztecs build their capital city in the middle of a swamp? 

4. In what ways were the Aztec like the Mayans? 

5. Imagine you are a Mayan farmer.  Explain how your special farming technique works. What kind of crops do you grow? 

6. How did the Mayans appease their gods? 

7. What are common traits do the Mayans, Aztec, and Incans have? 

8. Which civilization lasted the longest? Why? 
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April 15, 2020 

Directions: Use the Early Americas Civilizations graphic organizer and questions to complete the graphic organizer below. You may use supplemental 

resources to complete the graphic organizer. 

 

 Mayans Incans Aztecs 

Timeframe:  

What years? 

How long did they last? 

 

 

 

  

Geography:  

Where were these civilizations 

located? 

Physical features? 

   

Stable Food Supply:  

Main crops?  

Did they have to do anything 

special to farm? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Religion:  

What were some of their gods? 

How did they worship them? 

 

 

 

  

Technology:  

What sort of mathematic, 

scientific, or architectural 

advances did they make? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Decline:  

What happened during their 

decline?  

What were possible causes of the 

decline? 

What person helped cause their 

decline? 
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April 16, 2020 

Direction: Compare the POLITICAL SYSTEMS of the three civilizations in the Americas using the rocket to 

organize your responses. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAYA 

INCA 

COMPARE 

Fill out the graphic organizer by: 

1. The information in the margins. 

2. Record the differences (contrasts) 

in the outer triangles. 

3. Record the similarities 

(comparisons) in the inner triangle.  

4. You can recreate the graphic 

organizer on a separate sheet of 

paper. 

 

Note:  You may also use 

supplemental resources like the 

textbook or the internet to help 

you complete the graphic 

organizer. 

 

Mayans 

• Each city-state was ruled by a king. The Maya 
believed that their king was given the right to 
rule by the gods.  

• Other officials included the councils of 
leaders who ran the government, military 
leaders, and priests that oversaw the religion 
and gave advice to the king. 

• The Maya had strict laws.  If you broke a law, 
you appeared in court where the local 
leaders or nobles served as judge.  The Maya 
did not have prisons. Punishment for crimes 
included head shaving, death, slavery, and 
fines. 

Aztecs 

•The Aztec Empire was made up of city-states. At 

the center of each city-state was a large city that 

ruled the area. 

•For the most part, the Aztec Emperor did not 

interfere with the ruling of the city-states. What 

he required was that each city-state paid him a 

tribute. If the tribute was paid, the city-state 

remained somewhat independent of Aztec rule. 

•Some important officials in the government 

included the priests who oversaw the religious 

aspects of the city and ran the schools, the 

judges who ran the court system, and the 

military leaders that advised the emperor. 

•The Aztecs had a code of law and a system of 

courts and judges that determined guilt and 

punishments.  The punishments for breaking a 

law were severe with death being a common 

punishment. Other punishments included having 

your head shaved or being sold into slavery. 

•The center of the Aztec government was the 

capital city of Tenochtitlan.   

Incas 

• The Inca government was a monarchy, in order to run the government, the Inca needed food and 
resources which they acquired through taxes.  The Inca had tax inspectors that watched over the people 
to make sure that they paid all their taxes. 

• The laws were made by the Sapa Inca (emperor) and passed down to the people through the tax 
collectors. 

• There was not a lot of crime in the Inca Empire, mostly because the punishments were very harsh. For 
example, people were often executed for cursing the gods.  If they were caught stealing, they would 
have their hands cut off. 

• The Incas developed a census or official count of the population to keep track of how many people were 
part of the empire. The census also tracked who paid their taxes as well as every project such as build 
roads or occupations of the people. 

• Inca used a Quipu which is a knotted string with different colors – each color represented a different 
statistic such as birth, death, taxes paid, etc. 

 

AZTEC 
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April 17, 2020 

 Mesoamerica Writing Assignment 

 

Directions: Using the RACE format, to write one paragraph.  Use all the evidence you collected to help you answer the following question.   

 

What factors describe the Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas as advanced civilizations? 

 

 

RACE Explanation:  
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April 20, 2020 

  

Exit Slip 

Task Two: Of the eight achievements listed above, 

which is the most remarkable? Be able to defend 

your answer in terms of the four listed criteria. 
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April 22, 2020 

Directions: Answer the background essay questions using the essay you read yesterday.  

1. Where was Mayan Civilization located? 

2. How were the Maya organized politically? 

3. What rituals did the Maya use to please their gods? 

4. What happened to the Maya in around 900 CE? 

5. In what ways does Mayan culture still exist? 

6. Define these terms 

a. Mesoamerica 

b. Slash-and-burn agriculture 

c. Classic 

d. City-states 

e. Ritual 

f. Glyphs 
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April 23, 2020 Directions: Analyze the document and answer the questions. 

  

Document Analysis: 

1. On what number was the Mayan number system 

based? 

2. What symbol did the Maya use for zero? What 

symbols did they use for one and for five? 

3. How did the Maya write: a. zero b. 7 c. 26 

4. Why is it important to have a symbol for zero? 
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April 24, 2020 Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the questions.  

  

Document Analysis: 

1. What were the names of the three 

Mayan calendars? 

2. Which calendar was used to keep 

track of religious days? Explain. 

3. Which calendar would have been 

most useful in predicting the 

beginning of rainy seasons? Why? 
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April 27, 2020 

Direction: Read the Protestant Reformation Text. Highlight BIG ideas, put a box around things you do not understand, and annotate in the margins.  

6.3.CC Analyze the intellectual, political, and social changes in relation to the idea of individual rights from Humanism to the Enlightenment. 

Protestant Reformation 

Martin Luther (1483 - 1546) 

Martin Luther was a German monk and teacher of theology (religion). He troubled about the possibility of not going to heaven. He led a strict life but was worried 

about sin. Luther read the writings of early Christian theologians, including St. Augustine, and the Bible. He found the answer he was looking for in Paul's Letter 

to the Romans (Romans 1:17 - "The righteous shall by his faith.") Only faith (in the ultimate goodness of Jesus), not good deeds, could save a person. No good 

works, rituals, etc. would save a person if they did not believe. Overall, Luther was a rather crude man. He had no trouble with talking about taking up arms against 

those who opposed him. He also saw fit to use foul language to combat evil. He thought his physical ailments were caused by the devil, who was trying to stop 

him. Before Martin Luther died, when he was very ill, he told his wife, "I am fed up with the world, and it with me." 

The Beginnings 

Indulgences 

Tetzel, a friar, sold indulgences. Doctrines of indulgences taught that Christ and the saints had stored up a treasury of merit. Indulgences could reduce the amount 

of time spent in purgatory; did not bring forgiveness of sin. Indulgences were sold to raise money for the church's increasing expenses. (They were like car 

salesmen and lied about them.) 

The 95 Theses 

Luther began to question the Catholic Church. Some of his beliefs about the church were: 

1. People could not “buy off” their sins, only God could forgive sins. 

2. People were naturally sinful and should seek salvation by believing in God and doing good works 

3. Priests should be subject to the law the same as ordinary men and women 

4. Priests are not divine beings 

5. That all people should be allowed to read the Bible, not just priests. They should interpret the Bible for themselves. Their interpretation of the Bible is just as 

important as that of a Priest. 
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On October 31, 1517 Luther posted, on a church door in Wittenberg, his 95 theses saying salvation is achieved through faith alone. He just wanted the church to 
clean up their act, but the church didn't want to. (Posting things on the church door was really no big deal, which is where people posted all kinds of notices.) The 
church basically laughed at him, but the people didn't laugh. The Church was mad, but the people followed Luther. These people became known as "Lutherans." 

Diet of Worms 

In 1520 Pope Leo X ordered Luther to give up his beliefs. Luther burned the order in front of a cheering crowd and was excommunicated by Leo X. In 1521 
Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, declared Luther an outlaw when he wouldn't give up his views. Martin Luther went into hiding in a castle (castle of 
Frederick of Saxony, a German Prince) and translated New Testament into German, making it possible for more people to read the Bible. 

Acceptance of Reforms 

Some local German churches accepted Luther's ideas. Lutheranism won enormous support and spread throughout Europe because: 

1. People didn't like all their money going to Rome. 
2. They didn't like the Italians controlling all church property. 
3. German princes saw a chance to get church property. In 1529, German Princes issued a formal "protest" against efforts by the Church to suppress the reforms. 

The reformers came to be known as "Protestants." They broke away from the Catholic Church, thus beginning the Protestant branch of Christianity. 

Adapted from: http://mr_sedivy.tripod.com/rena5.html 
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April 28, 2020 

Directions: Use the information from the previous day to answer all check for understanding questions in your own words and provide text evidence to 
support your responses.  

1. Who was Martin Luther? 

 

 

4. What were indulgences? Why do you think they became so popular? 

 

think were most influenced by the Renaissance idea of humanism? Why? 

6. What did Martin Luther do in response to his disagreement? What was the 
initial reaction? 

7. What was the long-
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April 29, 2020 

Directions: Analyze the paintings below. Explain how the paintings are similar and different.  

Directions: Answer the following questions using the information you collected from the paintings. 

1. How are the facial features different in the painting? 

2. Is the message the same for each painting? How or why? 

3. What is your opinion of the paintings? Answer in 3-5 sentences.  

  

                  Medieval                                                          Renaissance 
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April 30, 2020 

Directions: 

1. Read the text provide for you. 

2. Create a response to Question A, then use information from the text to match the term with its definition for Question B. 

3. Students are encouraged to watch one of the two videos if possible, to enhance the lesson.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0_9Wx-XpPU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbd2tukGv18 

 

A Time of New Ideas  

The Enlightenment was a period of time when people developed new ideas about human existence, including peoples’ basic rights and the 

level of control they should have over their government and their futures. The Enlightenment began in Europe around 1715. People in cities 

like Paris gathered in salons to discuss philosophy and ways to improve the human experience. Many of their ideas were based in science and 

reason, which is why this time was also called the Age of Reason.   

Natural Rights  

Enlightenment thinkers believed that human beings are born with fundamental, basic rights. These natural rights included the right to life, 

liberty, property, and the freedom to find happiness. In order for people to enjoy these natural rights, other rights needed to be protected. 

Enlightenment thinkers believed people should have the right to express themselves, to move around freely, and to petition the government.   

The Social Contract  

If there was no government at all, people would live in a state of nature with no rules and complete freedom—but without any 

protection from each other. One Enlightenment idea was the social contract: citizens give up some freedom they would have in a state of nature 

(like the freedom to rob and kill people), and in exchange the government protects citizens’ right to life, liberty, and property. To Enlightenment 

thinkers, the relationship between a government and its citizens was like an agreement. Citizens agree to obey a set of rules, and the government 

agrees to protect citizens’ rights.  

Consent of the Governed  

Enlightenment thinkers believed that governments had a responsibility to hold up their end of the social contract. If a government failed, then 

citizens would no longer agree to be governed and they would have the right to revolt. This idea is known as consent of the governed. Traditionally, 

a government protected citizens from foreign invaders, but the government also had absolute authority over the people. A king ruled his citizens 

whether they consented or not. To Enlightenment thinkers, this was unacceptable.   

  

Locke   

Rousseau   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0_9Wx-XpPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbd2tukGv18
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Republicanism  

Since the Middle Ages, European leaders had gained power through heredity, or family ties. Kings and queens took the throne after another family member died. 

The people had no say in this process. Many Enlightenment thinkers believed in republicanism – the idea that a country’s leader should be chosen by the 

citizens in a general election. Even so, some Enlightenment thinkers frowned on the idea of a democracy. They feared what would happen if a mob of 

uneducated people had the power to vote.    

Influence on America  

The brightest Enlightenment thinkers, with names like Rousseau, Montesquieu, and Locke, became very famous. They 

influenced leaders in Europe and became popular with Americans who wanted independence. When our Founding 

Fathers created a government for the new United States, they embraced many Enlightenment ideas. America’s 

Constitution recognized that citizens were born with basic rights. And even though some of the Founders agreed with 

those concerned about democracy, the Constitution gave citizens the power to vote. The Enlightenment ended around 

1789, about the same time the Constitution was born.  

 

A. Speech and the Social Contract. The U.S. Constitution says the government cannot limit freedom of speech. Is freedom of speech necessary in order to 

enjoy our natural rights? Choose yes or no, then Pick ONE natural right and explain why it cannot be fully enjoyed without freedom of speech.  

 

 

  

Montesquieu   

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 
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May 1, 2020 Directions: Use the text from the previous day to match the vocabulary terms in the box below.  

B. Use the text to match the terms with a definition/fact about each one. 

1. Republicanism A. Place where people gather to discuss philosophy 

 

2. Social contract B. The right to life, liberty, property, and freedom to find happiness. 

 

3. Salon C. The idea that a country’s leader is chosen by the citizens in an election. 

 

4. Natural Rights D. The idea that the people could revolt if their government failed. 

 

5. Consent of the Governed E. Citizens give up some freedom in exchange for the government to protect citizens’ natural rights. 

 

 

 

 




